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Presenting complex information

Figure 2.1: Number of new cases and rates, by age and sex,
all malignant neoplasms (exc NMSC), UK, 2006
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Figure 4,1: The ten most commen cancers, females, UK, 2006
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All female cancers (exc NMSC): 146,378

Figure 1.1: Relative five-year survival estimates hased on
survival probabilities observed during 2000-2001, by sex and
site, England and Wales
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Challenges

sCancer is big news — there are risks involved

*Media like conflict e.g. north v south

*Public apathy, especially around

comparative risk stories
*Time consuming
*Spokespeople availability

Embargo breaks
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Choosing an angle/building a story

*Decide on the message

*Work with press officers

*Think about targeting the story

*Make it clear — use absolute figures, cases as well as rates
«Journalists will not digest the figures — they will follow your lead
*Have a robust sign off

*Be available to talk to journalists
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*Keep it simple — no jargon or acronyms
sLimit your messages — 1 or 2

*Use analogies/paint pictures for the audience
*Think about other ways to explore and unpack the story
*Think about how a cancer patient will interpret the data

*Consider using a case study/celebrity supporter
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Know your audience

The online revolution...

Paper circulation: 3.2m/day

THE )
sl'n Paper readership: 8m/day
Online: 13.5million

M‘H mﬂﬂ Circulation: 2.3m/day
=T

Readership: 6.4m/day
Online: 18 million

. Circulation: 380k/day
theguardian Readership: 1.5m/day
Online: 20 million
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Example 1 — Men and cancer

Q. How do you use Men’s Health Week to encourage men to
spot cancer early?
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A. Demonstrate
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The Excess Burden of Cancer in Men in the UK

In general men are at significantly greater risk than per 100,000 in females. This difference results from
women from nearly all of the common cancers that a combination of different life expectancy and the
occur in both sexes (with the exception of breast increased likelihood of men having more fatal cancers
cancer) (White 2009, Wilkins 2006, DH 2007). This than women.
report will consider the current overall burden of
cancer among men in the UK, estimated from the latest The male age-standardised incidence rate for all
statistics, and outline the extent of the differences cancers combined (excluding non melanoma skin
between the sexes. All figures and calculations cancer) in Great Britain has risen from 353.7 per
reported here are based on data extracted from the 100,000 in 1975 to 409.5 per 100,000 in 2006 even
Cancer Research UK CancerStats web pages extracted though the equivalent mortality rate (for the UK) has
in June 2009 (Cancer Research UK, 2009). dropped from 278.5in 1975 to 211.3 per 100,000 in
20072, Similar figures for females are 264.5 in 1975 to
In 2006, there were 147,223 new cancers diagnosed 354.9 per 100,000 in 2006 for incidence; and 172.7 in
in men (excluding non-melanoma skin cancer) and 1975 to 153.1 per 100,000 in 2007 for mortality. These
there was a very similar number of new cancers differences arise because, while the number of people
diagnosed in women in the UK (146,378). However, the developing cancer has increased, a combination of
corresponding European age-standardised incidence earlier diagnosis, improved diagnostic techniques and
rates were 409.7 per 100,000 in men and 354.6 per advances in care and treatment has resulted in more
100,000 in women; this difference is because of the people surviving their cancers.

generally longer life expectancy of women.

Considering deaths from cancer in the UK, the most

) X 1 2006 is the latest year for which incidence data are
recent figures available, for 20072, show that there available for the UK.
were 80,907 in men and 74,557 in women accounting 2 2007 is the latest year for which mortality data are
for 29% of total male mortality and 25% of total available for the UK. !
female mortality. As with the incidence figures, when 3 Incidence data for the UK are only available frnn.1 1993
translated into age-standardised rates, the contrast onwards.wheb the Northem ireland anicer Re glstry was
" 3 ) i - set up. Thus, trends of incidence data are presented for
between men and women is more profound, with Great Britain for 1975 onwards. Mortality data for the UK
death rates of 211.3 per 100,000 in males and 153.1 are available for the whole time period.
Figure 1: Top ten most common cancer cases for men, Figure 2: Top ten most common cancer deaths for men,
UK 2006 UK 2007
—
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WORLD israel call
for peace rejected

Israeli prime minister Benjamin
Netanyahu made a historic appeal
for the creation of a Palestinian state
yesterday — but insisted it must be
disarmed. However, Palestinian
leaders rejected his call, saying it had
sabotaged peace initiatives Y P5

NEWS First British
swine flu death

The first death fromt swine flu in
Britain was confirmed last night.

The victim died from the disease and
other underlying health problems in
a Scottish hospital. Yesterday, the
total number of swine flu infections
in Britain soared to 1,226 »Pil

15.06.2009
metro.co.uk

Don’t be a twit with your tweets
Are you Twittering your way to an
unwanted brush with a burglar? p9

> Murray is the king of

Queen’s

=

By Miles Erwin

MEN are 70 per cent more likely to die from
cancer than women because of their ‘stiff
upper lip” attitude towards getting treatment,
new research suggests.

About 211 men out of 100,000 die from
cancer, compared with a figure of 153 for
women — a difference of nearly 40 per cent.

But the gap nearly doubles when gender
specific cancers, such as breast and prostate,
are taken into account.

There is no known biological reason why
men should die more frequently from the
disease. Instead. researchers believe stereo-
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Example 2 — Demonstrating our impact

Q. How do we communicate the message that research saves
lives?
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A: Fall in deaths rates

Rate per 100,000

21 July, 2009

Figure 2.2: Age-standardised (European) mortality
rates, breast cancer, females, UK, 1971-2007
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2} Cancer Research UK : Number of women dying from breast cancer hits record low - Microsoft Internet Explorer
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Today’s presentations

Think about how they might be communicated and interpreted
by the media, patients and public

21 July, 2009 NCIN Conference CANCER RESEARCH UK :0:0



Thank you for your time

Emma Gilgunn-Jones
Cancer Research UK press office

T: 0207 061 8311
E: emma.gilgunn-jones@-cancer.org.uk
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